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NORBERT CSIZMADIA studied in the University of
Szeged and Pécs and graduated as a geographer. He
is President, Board of Director of Pallas Athene Inno-
vation and Geopolitical Foundation and chief-editor
of HUG (Hungarian Geopolitics Magazine). Between
2000-2002 he worked in the Ministry of Economic
Affairs, from 2004 he was a regional policy expert as
a part of the European Commission’s initiative, Team
Europe. In 2005 he was a secretary of the Hungarian
Economic Consultation, in 2009 coordinator and a co-author of the Hungar-
ian Vision 2025 strategy paper. Between 2012-2013 he was a state secretary
for Economic Planning in the Ministry for the National Economy, then Execu-
tive Director of Economic Strategy and Planning in the Central Bank of Hun-
gary from 2013 to 2016.

YUKON HUANG is currently a senior fellow at the Car-
negie Endowment in Washington D.C. He was formerly
the World Bank’s Country Director for China. He is an
advisor to the World Bank, ADB, AlIB and various gov-
ernments and corporations. His research focuses on
China’s economy and its regional and global impact.
Dr. Huang has published widely on development is-
sues in professional journals and the public media. His
articles on China are seen frequently in the Financial
Times, Wall Street Journal, New York Times, Bloomberg, Foreign Affairs, the
National Interest and Caixin. His latest book Cracking the China Conundrum:
Why Conventional Economic Wisdom Is Wrong was published by Oxford Uni-
versity Press (2017). He has a PhD in economics from Princeton University
and a BA from Yale University.
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JANOS MARTONYI served as Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs from 1998 to 2002 and from 2010 to 2014. He
is a university professor, academic candidate in legal
and political sciences, he has lectured at ELTE Uni-
versity’s Faculty of Law and Public Administration in
Budapest since 1987, and at the University of Szeged,
where he was the head of the Institute for Internation-
al Trade Law and Head of Department over 15 years.
He was state secretary in the Ministry of International
Economic Relations in 1990-91, and state secretary in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs from 1992 to 1994. He is the author of numerous articles and essays
in various languages in the field of international trade law, competition policy
and competition law, European integration and community (European) law,
global regulations, cooperation in Central Europe and international politics.

ANTON BENDARZSEVSZKLJ is the director of the
Pallas Athene Innovation and Geopolitical Founda-
tion (PAIGEO) since 2016. He graduated from the
University of Pécs with MA degrees in History and in
Media and Communications, besides studied Politi-
cal Science at University of Leicester. In 2006-2007
he was doing an internship as reporter at the region-
al studio of Hungarian National Television, between
2009-2016 he was a journalist of Kitekint8, the big-
gest Hungarian foreign policy news portal. He made a film about Chernobyl
(“Chernobyl’s Heritage: the Zone”) on the 25. anniversary of the catastrophe.
Anton is specializing in the internal- and foreign policy of Russia, Ukraine and
Belarus, in addition to energy security and security politics.

DARWIS KHUDORI Writer and architect, Darwis Khu-
dori obtained his doctorate degree from the University
of Paris-Sorbonne (Paris V), specialised in History of
Contemporary Arab and Muslim World, with a doctoral
thesis on the Suez Canal, Egypt. Associate Professor in
Oriental Studies, he is also director of Master’s Degree
in Exchanges with Asia at the University of Le Havre,
France. His written works are published in English,
French and Indonesian. His last publication is Bandung
Legacy and Global Future: New Insights and Emerging Forces (Aakar Book,
New Delhi, India, 2018).




VLADIMIR PARAMONOV is founder and director of the
analytical group “Central Eurasia” (www.ceasia.org) in
Tashkent, Uzbekistan. He obtained his Ph.D. in Polit-
ical Science / International Relations in 2003 at the
University of World Economy and Diplomacy in Tash-
kent. He's experienced in policy oriented and interdis-
ciplinary analysis, worked with Uzbek, Russian, Kazakh,
Kyrgyz, Tajik, Turkmen, European, US and Chinese gov-
ernmental and nongovermental bodies as well as with
internationally recognized universities, institutions, and think-tanks. Dr. Para-
monov is an expert on Central Asian issues, published widely in the topics of
regional cooperation in Central Asia and strategy of the Russian Federation,
Ching, EU, and the USA in Central Asia.

GYORGY SZAPARY Mr. Szapdry hasa Ph.D.in econom-
ics from the Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium. In
1965-1966, he worked at the EU Commission in Brus-
sels. From 1966 to 1990, he worked at the Internation-
al Monetary Fund in Washington, D.C., while between
1990 and 1993 he was the IMF’s senior resident repre-
sentative in Hungary. Between 1993 and 2007, with a
short break as adviser to the governor, he was deputy
governor of the National Bank of Hungary. In 2008-
2010, he was visiting professor of economics at the Central European Uni-
versity in Budapest and served as a member of the Board of Directors of OTP
Bank. From June 2010 to January 2011 he served as chief economic policy
adviser to the Prime Minister. From January 2011 to January 2015 he was the
ambassador of Hungary to the United States. Currently, he is chief adviser to
the governor of the National Bank of Hungary and honorary professor at the
Budapest Corvinus University, Department of the National Bank of Hungary.
He is doctor honoris causa of the University of Miskolc, Hungary, and the re-
cipient of the insignia of Chevalier de la Légion d'Honneur.

TAMAS CSIKI VARGA is a research fellow in the Cen-
ter for Strategic and Defense Studies at National
University of Public Service, where former he was ad-
visor to the dean at the Faculty of International and
European Studies. He graduated from the Doctoral
School of Military Sciences of Zrinyi Miklds National
Defense University, he is the member of the editorial
board of ,Nemzet és Biztonsdg” (Nation and Security),
a peer-review journal on security and defense policy in
Hungarian. His main interest and research areas are European defense policy,
Central European defense cooperation and Hungarian security policy.
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DANIEL BARTHA is the director of the Budapest based
think tank Centre for Euro-Atlantic Integration and
Democracy since 2014. From 2006 to 2012 he worked
at the International Centre for Democratic Transition
(ICDT) in various positions, among others as Director
for Development. Between 2012 and 2014 he was Ex-
ecutive Director of the Bratislava based Central Euro-
pean Policy Institute (now: GLOBSEC Policy Institute).
He holds an MA on International Relations from Corvi-
nus University of Budapest. Currently he is a Ph.D. candidate at the University
of Pécs. He has a background in democracy assistance, is a regular lecturer on
Central European foreign and security policy.

MICHAL KORAN is the president of the Board of the
Global Arena Research Institute and the former Dep-
uty Director of the Aspen Institute Central Europe. He
is also an Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Social
Sciences, Masaryk University in Brno, where he re-
ceived his Ph.D. in 2008. In 2012 he was a Fulbright
Visiting Scholar at the Weatherhead Center for Inter-
national Affairs at the Harvard University. He focuses
on Central European sub-regional cooperation and
foreign policy analysis of the Central European countries.He publishes among
others in European Security, Osteuropa, Perspectives, Journal of Internation-
al Relations and Development.

MARTON UGROSDY is the director of the Institute
for Foreign Affairs and Trade in Budapest, Hungary. He
joined IFAT in 2015 as a part-time research fellow, be-
came deputy director in early 2017 and director since
July 2018. He was the editor-in-chief of Kitekint&.hu,
the international relations news portal for seven years.
He is a graduate of E6tvds Lordnd University in Buda-
pest with a major in political science and an alumnus
of the Hungarian-American Enterprise Scholarship
Fund. He gained work experience at the Center for Strategic and Internation-
al Studies in Washington, DC., and is a part-time assistant lecturer at Corvinus
University of Budapest. His research interests cover transatlantic issues, ener-
gy security, and US foreign policy in Central and Eastern Europe.




MICHAEL BOGUSZ (1977). MA in political science at
University of Gdansk (2001), postgraduate studies in
the field of international relation at Renmin Univer-
sity of China (2005), PhD in international relation
from University of Gdansk on the subject of Chinese
World Vision in the Light of General Theory of Systems
(2008). Under the belt nine years of living and work-
ing in China. Later a lecturer in Modern Chinese Studies
and a free-lance consultant, now an expert on Chinese
foreign policy in the Center of Eastern Studies (OSW) in Warsaw.

TOMAS STRAZAY works as a Senior Fellow and Head

of the Central and Southeastern Europe Research

Program at the Slovak Foreign Policy Association

(SFPA), Bratislava, Slovakia. He is a leading expert in

the projects focusing on regional cooperation in Cen-

tral Europe and EU enlargement. Since 2007 he has

cooperated with the European Economic and Social

Committee, Committee of the Regions and European

Parliament as an expert advisor to the rapporteurs/

author of briefing notes. He is one of the founders of

the Think Visegrad - V4 Think Tank Platform and editor

of the International Issues & Slovak Foreign Policy Affairs quarterly. Tomds
StrdZzay graduated from the Faculty of Arts, Comenius University, Bratislava
in 1999 and received his PhD. from the Institute of Political Studies at the
Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw, Poland in 2010.




PALLAS ATHENE INNOVATION
AND GEOPOLITICAL

FOUNDATION

www.geopolitika.hu/en

Established by the Central Bank
of Hungary (MNB) in 2014, Pallas
Athene Innovation and Geopolit-
ical Foundation aims to support
the creation of geopolitics-relat-
ed knowledge, which may facilitate
the economic development of both
Hungary and the Central and East-
ern European region. Globalisation,
which has accelerated by the 21st
century, as well as the world-wide
global economic crisis and the re-
shaping economic world order place
a higher value on the special field of
geopolitics with respect to econom-
ic policies.

As one of its statutory tasks, the
Central Bank of Hungary is supposed
to support the economic policy of
the Hungarian Government, without

jeopardising its primary aim. In eco-

nomic strategic terms, the Hungari-
an Government endeavours to take
aim at new markets in its foreign
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economic relations, establish new
cooperation areas and relations,
paying special emphasis on the Asig,
Far Eastern opportunities accord-
ing to the policy of Eastern Open-
ing. In nation strategical terms, it is
essential that Hungary can build its
relations with various economic and
political actors of the world, particu-
larly the Eastern countries, on new
bases and at the same time it can
become a determining agent in Cen-
tral European cooperation.

To promote this effort efficiently,
Pallas Athene Innovation and Geo-
political Foundation creates knowl-
edge, performs analyses, establishes
international and scientific partner-
ships, inspires the activity of geopol-
itics in Hungary, channels the inter-
national findings, and at the same
time applies these results in the
basic activity of the Central Bank of
Hungary, too.
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